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Abstract: The article explores the development of communicative competence
in English classes for children in non-native English-speaking countries. It reviews
research from works of scholars, examining various methodologies and strategies.
Emphasis is placed on linguistic, psychological, and cultural aspects, providing
practical examples for enhancing children’s language abilities. The findings suggest
that a focus on interactive learning and sociocultural integration can significantly
enhance communicative competence in young learners.
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The increasing globalization of education has expanded the need for
communicative competence in English, especially in non-native English-speaking
countries. Communicative competence refers to the ability to effectively use language
in social and academic contexts. For children, the development of this competence in
English classrooms involves acquiring linguistic, cognitive, and pragmatic skills.
This process is influenced by teaching strategies, cultural background, and the social
environment.

In non-native English-speaking countries, the challenge lies in designing
lessons that foster both language knowledge and practical communication skills. This
article aims to explore the theoretical background and practical approaches to
developing communicative competence in children. These insights will provide an
understanding of effective teaching practices that enhance children's language
capabilities.

Literature Review:

Research on communicative competence dates back to Dell Hymes (1972),
who introduced the concept as an extension of Chomsky's linguistic competence.
Hymes D. emphasized the social and functional aspects of language use, which led
to further investigations into how language learners can acquire both linguistic
accuracy and social fluency. In English-speaking countries, scholars such as Canale
M. and Swain M. (1980) and Bachman L. F. (1990) advanced the theory by focusing
on the components of communicative competence: grammatical competence,
sociolinguistic competence, discourse competence, and strategic competence. They
argued that language education should integrate these components to prepare learners
for real-world communication.
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In Russia, researchers like Lev Vygotsky (1934) and his followers studied the
connection between language learning and cognitive development. Vygotsky’s socio-
cultural theory highlighted the role of social interaction in learning, emphasizing that
children acquire language through engagement with more knowledgeable peers or
adults. This has been particularly influential in shaping approaches to communicative
competence in Russian education. Uzbek researchers such as T. Sattorov and F.R.
Kodirova have contributed to the understanding of the linguo-psychological aspects
of language learning in children. T.Sattorov emphasized the importance of early
language exposure and psychological readiness in developing communicative
competence, while F.Kodirova explored how structured linguistic input and positive
reinforcement foster children’s language abilities.

Importance of Communicative Competence. Communicative competence
Is more than knowing grammatical rules; it involves the ability to use language in
context. For children, this means being able to participate in conversations, express
ideas, ask questions, and understand others. Developing these skills in non-native
speakers requires a different approach than in native speakers, as children must not
only learn the language but also learn to navigate new cultural and social norms
associated with it. Developing communicative competence to young children who
are not native English speakers involves a holistic approach that goes beyond just
teaching grammar and vocabulary. It focuses on helping children develop the ability
to understand and use English in a variety of social contexts. This is especially
important during early childhood, as children’s cognitive and social development is
rapid, making it an ideal time to introduce effective communication skills.

Benefits of Teaching Communicative Competence Early:

> Builds Confidence: Children who learn to communicate effectively in
English at a young age are more confident in using the language later in life.

»  Promotes Social Development: As children use English to interact with
peers and adults, they develop better social skills and emotional intelligence.

»  Prepares for Future Academic Success: Communicative competence is
essential for academic achievement, especially in an English-medium education
environment.

By fostering communicative competence in young children, educators and
parents help build a strong foundation for language skills that go beyond mere
grammar and vocabulary acquisition, enabling children to thrive in real-world
communication in English.

Challenges in Non-native English-speaking Countries.
One of the main challenges in non-native English-speaking countries is the limited
exposure to authentic English language environments. In many cases, children only
encounter English in the classroom, which limits their opportunities to practice
communication in natural contexts. Moreover, traditional teaching methods in some
countries often focus on grammar and vocabulary, neglecting the importance of
practical language use. This can hinder the development of communicative
competence as students may excel in written tests but struggle to communicate
effectively in real-life situations.
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Approaches to Developing Communicative Competence in Children.
Interactive learning has proven to be an effective approach to developing
communicative competence. Activities such as role-playing, group discussions, and
language games create an environment where children are encouraged to use the
language in meaningful ways. According to Vygotsky’s social learning theory, these
interactions help children internalize language structures through guided practice. In
non-native English-speaking countries, adapting teaching methods to include more
interaction is crucial. For example, integrating technology through language-learning
apps or virtual exchanges with native English-speaking children can provide
additional opportunities for practicing communication.

English and Russian researchers have also emphasized the importance of
incorporating cultural elements into language teaching. Teaching children not only
the language but also cultural norms associated with it enhances their ability to
communicate more effectively. For instance, teaching them how to greet others, make
requests, or express gratitude in culturally appropriate ways can improve both their
linguistic and sociocultural competence.

Strategies for Teachers:

To develop communicative competence in English, teachers should prioritize
creating a classroom environment where English is the primary mode of
communication. This can be achieved by:

. Task-Based Language Learning: Teachers can design tasks that
require students to use English to solve problems or achieve specific goals. This
encourages active communication and helps children learn to use language in various
contexts.

. Storytelling and Dialogues: Engaging children in storytelling and
dialogue practice helps them understand how to structure sentences and use
appropriate vocabulary in conversation.in addition: helps children connect
emotionally with the language. They develop empathy and emotional understanding
through characters and plotlines, which makes communication more meaningful. This
emotional connection strengthens their motivation to communicate. Incorporating
storytelling and dialogues into language teaching provides children with meaningful,
context-rich opportunities to develop all aspects of communicative competence.
Through these methods, learners gain not only the language skills needed for
effective communication but also the social and cultural understanding required for
using language appropriately in various contexts.

. Peer Collaboration: Pairing students with different levels of proficiency
can encourage peer teaching, where children learn from one another in a supportive
environment. Incorporate pair and group activities into lessons such as interviews,
role plays. Involving children in group activities where they collaborate and
communicate with peers can be highly effective. Pairing up children who are slightly
more proficient with those who are still learning can foster natural language
development.

. Incorporate Visual and Kinesthetic Activities: Use flashcards,
puppets, and storyboards to help children associate words with images and actions.
Encourage activities like drawing, coloring, and crafting, where children must follow
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English instructions or describe their creations in English. Children benefit from
multimodal learning—using visual, auditory, and kinesthetic methods. By integrating
storytelling, songs, pictures, and videos, teachers can engage various senses, making
the learning process more interactive and effective in enhancing communicative
competence.

. Integrate Songs, Rhymes, and Chants: Use songs, nursery rhymes,
and chants to introduce and reinforce vocabulary, pronunciation, and intonation
patterns. Use songs, nursery rhymes, and chants to introduce and reinforce
vocabulary, pronunciation, and intonation patterns. Songs, rhymes, and chants rely on
repetitive patterns, which significantly aid in memory retention. The combination of
rhythm, melody, and repetition creates a memorable experience for children, helping
them recall language structures and vocabulary long after the lesson. And they are
powerful tools in teaching English to young learners. They promote language
acquisition in a fun, engaging, and effective way by enhancing vocabulary,
pronunciation, fluency, and grammar, while also building confidence and cultural
awareness. Through repetitive, rhythmic, and enjoyable language experiences,
children internalize language naturally, which supports long-term learning and
communication skills.

. Play-Based Learning: Play is an essential part of early childhood
education. Games and role-playing activities can immerse children in English while
keeping them engaged. Through play, children learn how to express their ideas, ask
questions, and respond appropriately.

. Focus on Meaningful Communication:

At this stage, the focus should be on the practical use of language rather than
strictly grammatical accuracy. The goal is for children to communicate meaning and
understand context. Teachers can encourage children to express their needs, ask
questions, and describe things around them in English, helping them use the language
meaningfully.

Practical Examples: In countries like Uzbekistan, English teachers often use
games, songs, and storytelling to engage young learners. One practical example is the
use of role-playing games in which children act out scenarios such as shopping or
visiting a zoo, using English phrases and vocabulary appropriate to the situation.
These activities not only help them practice speaking but also improve their listening
skills and cultural understanding. In Russian schools, methods such as “language
immersion days” have been introduced, where for one day, children are encouraged
to speak only in English, participating in various activities that simulate real-life
English interactions. This immersive environment allows children to apply their
language skills in a practical and engaging way.

Conclusion
Developing communicative competence in children in non-native English-speaking
countries is essential for preparing them to use English in real-world contexts. This
requires a shift from traditional, grammar-focused teaching to interactive,
communication-oriented approaches. Insights from English, Russian, and Uzbek
researchers emphasize the importance of early exposure, social interaction, and
cultural integration in language learning. Teachers should create environments that
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encourage communication, motivation, and engagement, fostering both linguistic and
sociocultural competence in young learners.
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